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How is this relevant to you?
USE THIS SLIDE TO PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW OF THE RELEVANCE OF EVIDENCE-INFORMED 
DECISION-MAKING TO YOUR AUDIENCE IN THE CONTEXT OF THIS SPECIFIC WORKSHOP



Introduction to BCURE
▪ BCURE = Building Capacity to Use Research Evidence

▪ A three year programme of work funded by UK’s Department of International 
Development (DFID)

▪ Focuses on increasing the use of research in decision-making through capacity-
building

▪ Investment is mostly in the decision-makers

▪ Focus is on supporting governments through civil society capacity building 
rather than research
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EIDM discussion

▪What is evidence?

▪ What forms of evidence are available to you?

▪ Why is evidence needed?

▪ How might evidence be useful for decision-making?



EIDM DISCUSSION

▪What are the barriers to using evidence for decisions?

▪ How is evidence linked to decision-making and 
development of government policies

▪ How does policy link to strategy

▪ Critique of EIDM



Challenges UJ-BCURE seeks to address
▪The need for 

• Sound and useful evidence 

• Senior champions 

• A cadre of skilled research-use facilitators

▪The need to 

• Coordinate and build on existing initiatives that are limited and disjointed

• Support technical staff and develop their skills 

▪The lack of consideration of evidence in policy 

▪Limited financial resources allocated to the use of evidence

▪Lack of incentives within civil service to use evidence



Our approach
▪More than just training; a mentorship-based model

▪A southern-led initiative that is grounded in meaningful, productive, 
and sustainable relationships

▪Embedded in local networks, promoting local resources, and 
working at individual, institutional, and systems levels when possible

▪Meeting the needs, and reflecting the priorities, of policy-makers

▪Building up and delivering through the Africa Evidence Network



Our programme
▪Three-year programme that started in January 2014

▪Evidence-informed (as much as possible)

▪Local expertise (as much as possible)

▪Foundation of systematic reviews and the principles underlying the 
methodology 

▪Pragmatic approach to the ‘best available evidence’, whilst promoting 
critical thinking

▪An embedded monitoring programme; additional evaluations (some PHDs)



Inception activities
▪Landscape review 
▪ Building networks, avoiding duplication, building 

on existing knowledge)

▪Review of existing resources 
▪ Building on existing knowledge, collating and 

assessing existing capacity-building resources, 
mini-studies on key information experiences)

▪Needs assessment 
▪ Reflecting government priorities, meeting people 

where they are, learning from best cases, 
integrating with existing systems) 

▪Open access resources

▪Country specific implementation plans

▪Africa Evidence Network Colloquium 
held in November 2014

▪Piloting (initially in South Africa)



Capacity-building activities
▪Participatory training workshops 
▪ Participatory, needs-driven, problem-based, 

local co-facilitators

▪Mentoring opportunities
▪ Supporting implementation, establishing 

relationships, building lasting networks

▪Secondments
▪ Embedding relationships, widening learnings 

opportunities, building future leaders

▪Africa Evidence Network
▪ Established in December 2012 following 

international conference on evidence, 
systematic reviews, and policy in Bangladesh

▪ Embedded, sustainable partnerships

▪Africa-wide colloquiums  (hosted at 
University of Johannesburg in 
November 2014 and 2016)





What is the Africa Evidence Network?
▪Established in December 2012

▪Links researchers, policy-makers, practitioners, and others interested in EIDM 
across Africa

▪Based on a premise of knowledge sharing; all information is open access

▪Focuses on relationships, and on building a community of practice

▪The Network has branches in Malawi and South Africa, with over 300 members 
across Africa

▪The Network provides an opportunity to broaden the reach of the UJ-BCURE 
programme and ensure that the programme has a sustainable impact



Activities and events
▪Monthly newsletters with news on relevant initiatives across Africa and further 
afield

▪Website = www.africaevidencenetwork.org

▪Colloquia held bi-annually 
• First colloquium held in Johannesburg from the November 2014

• Second colloquium planned for November 2016

▪Developing opportunities for further networking

▪Network blog and Social Networks

http://www.africaevidencenetwork.org/


Thank you
▪We look forward to seeing  you at the colloquium in 2016

▪We invite you to join the Africa Evidence Network

▪Please get in touch if you would like more information on the UJ-
BCURE programme and its activities



Contact details

Building Capacity to Use Research Evidence (UJ-BCURE) and the Africa Evidence Network

Tel: +27 (0) 11 559 1909

Fax: +27 (0) 11 559 1734

Website: www.africaevidencenetwork.org

Twitter: @Africa_Evidence

Presenter:

Email: 

http://www.africaevidencenetwork.org


This presentation should be cited as: 

UJ-BCURE (2014, Sept) Introduction to the UJ-BCURE programme. University of Johannesburg. 
Published via the Africa Evidence Network. www.africaevidencenetwork.org/

We welcome feedback on this presentation. Please email any comments to: cfar@uj.ac.za

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International 
License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/.

Citation

http://www.africaevidencenetwork.org/
mailto:cfar@uj.ac.za
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

